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fill up their trenches and would not cut down timber-
trees.1   In Derbyshire, towards the end of the century,
Sir Walter de Abbetoft gave to the monks of Louttx
Park wood at Birley in Brampton and two smithies,
namely one bloomery and one forge, with the right to
take beech and elm for fuel.2   But it was in the south-
west that the greatest development took place.   During"
the whole of this century the Forest of Dean was tho
centre of the iron industry, and played the part that
Birmingham has  played  in  more   recent  times.    All
through the reign of Henry  II  the  accounts  of  tho
sheriffs of Gloucester 3 tell of a constant output of iron,
both rough and manufactured, iron bars, nails, pickaxes,
and hammers sent to Woodstock, Winchester, and Brill,
where the king was  carrying out  extensive  building -
operations, horseshoes supplied to the army, arrows and
other warlike materials dispatched to France, spades,
pickaxes, and other miners' tools provided for the Irish
expedition of 1172, iron bought for the Crusade which
Henry projected but did not live to perform, and 50,000
horseshoes made for the actual Crusade of Richard I.
Throughout the thirteenth century the Forest of Dean
retained its practical monopoly of the English iron trade,
so far at least as the southern counties were concerned,
and during the whole of that time members of the family
of Malemort were employed at a forge near the castle
of St. Briavels turning out enormous stores of bolts for
cross-bows and other war material.4    But a rival was
now growing up in the Weald of Sussex and Kent.   As
1 V. C. H. Yorks., 343.                 a  V. C. H. Derby, ii. 356.
a Pipe Rolls, quoted in V. C. H. Gloucs., ii. 216.
4  V. C. H. Gloucs., ii. 217.